ASSOCIATE CONDUCTOR

Job Title: Associate Conductor (Conductor: Esplori Program)

Organization: Hamilton Children’s Choir

Location: Hamilton, Ontario (primarily in-person work at events, including evenings and
weekends)

Hours Per Week:  Approx. 2.5 (Tuesday evenings and occasional Saturdays)

Compensation: $45-60/hour, depending on experience
Start Date: January 6, 2026 (with some shadowing and training in December)
About Us

Hamilton Children’s Choir is committed to providing children and youth with rich musical education and
performance opportunities, creating a sense of belonging, nurturing personal growth, and ensuring singers
experience the benefits of community. Over their 51-year history, HCC has seen over 3000 children and youth
participate in the choir. HCC is proud to be one of the most sought-after choirs invited to perform locally,
nationally, and internationally.

HCC offers six progressive choral music education programs currently enjoyed by over 200 young singers
between the ages of 18 months and 24 years. Under the artistic leadership of Melanie Tellez and her team of
superb artistic staff, HCC is dedicated to exploring fresh approaches to choral music that reduces barriers,
strengthen the choral art form, and demonstrate that artists come in all shapes, sizes, and ages. HCC is proud
to offer a robust Financial Award Program that ensures that every young voice, regardless of their financial
circumstances, can experience the transformative power of music.

Position Overview

As the Esplori conductor, you will guide and facilitate HCC's choral experience for a roomful of bright, curious
singers. In this ensemble, choristers ages 8-12 meet once a week for a fast-paced, joyful rehearsal where they
learn choral music, develop literacy, discover passion, grow through challenge, and find belonging. You will
help shape this environment through:

Rehearsal Culture: Creating a positive, focused, and motivated space where choristers feel challenged, safe,
and accountable by:

Attuning to individual and group energy and progress

Encouraging self-awareness and curiosity through inquiry-based learning

Adapting to the ensemble’s needs while balancing growth and acceptance

Following through on goals and expectations using HCC's Choir Genius platform for weekly
communication
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Musicianship: Fostering depth and range of musical skills by:

Designing thoughtful warm-ups and repertoire instruction

Balancing literacy, accessibility, and musical challenge

Integrating sight-singing, theory, and score-reading into rehearsals

Providing clear, expressive conducting gestures and breath modeling

Preparing for performances with attention to poise, energy, and stage presence

Vocal Technique: Building healthy, supported, and age-appropriate vocal production through understanding
and teaching of:

e Breath support and anatomy of the vocal mechanism
e Vowel formation, tone development, phrasing, articulation, and onset

Qualifications

e Bachelor's or Master’s degree in Choral Conducting, Vocal Performance, Music Education, or
equivalent professional and educational experience

Demonstrated leadership as a conductor and music educator with children’s or youth choirs
Passion for working with children and belief in the benefits of performance-based music education
Effective classroom management skills that promote growth and encouragement

Proven record of fostering diversity, equity, and inclusion in musical settings

Application Process

Applicants are asked to submit the following by 11:59PM on Monday, November 10th, 2025:

1. A CV and cover letter to: careers@hamiltonchildrenschoir.com.
Contact information for two musical, professional, or character references.

3. Two video recordings that demonstrate your artistry in action (either rehearsal or performance
footage), submitted with viewing links (YouTube or Vimeo preferred).

Selected candidates will be asked to participate in an interview. A subset of candidates will be invited to
audition in-person with HCC singers.

All applications will be treated as confidential. Prompt submissions are encouraged. Any questions about the
role may be directed to careers@hamiltonchildrenschoir.com. No phone inquiries, please. We thank everyone
who takes the time and makes the effort to apply. Only candidates selected for further consideration will be
contacted.

Hamilton Children’s Choir is an equal opportunity employer and encourages candidates from diverse

backgrounds to apply. We thank all applicants for their interest, but only those selected for an interview will
be contacted.
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